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Dear Parents/Guardians and Community Members, 

It is with great pleasure that we present to you our final edition of the òClosing the 

Gapó Newsletter for this academic year.  We hope that you found the information in 

our newsletters informative and beneficial to you and your students.  We have truly 

welcomed the opportunity to collaborate with you and help your students achieve high 

academic standards. 

It is hard to believe that we will soon be coming to the end of another great school 

year.  We are so proud of the accomplishments that your students have achieved over 

the course of the year.  Therefore, we would like to thank you for your continued sup-

port of your studentõs quest for educational excellence.  Parental involvement is criti-

cal your studentõs academic success.   Please encourage your student to continue 

reading over the summer.  Some recommended books are included in this newsletter. 

As we enter into the final stages of the school year, we want to thank each of you for 

your continued support of our closing the gap initiatives.  You have truly been a valu-

able part of our closing the gap team.  We would like to also thank our Superintendent 

of Schools, Dr. Alexis Tibbetts, for her continued commitment and dedication to our 

efforts to help close the achievement gap.  Her support has been critical to our suc-

cess. 

As we have said before, we have made steady progress in our efforts to close the 

achievement gap.  However, there is still much work to be done.  With your support we 

will continue to make progress. We look forward to our continued partnership as we 

work together to help students achieve their educational and career goals. 

Have a great summer and we will see you in the fall!! 

Sincerely, 
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NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND  
 

Parents, Check It Out!  
Key Things Parents Can Do To Make Sure Their Children  

Are Prepared For The 21st Century  
April 2006  

We live in a world where technological innovation and global competition are increasing at a pace never before seen. Now is the time to 

invest in our children to make sure they are prepared to succeed in the 21st century.  

- Former U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings  

 

Make sure your child understands the importance of math in elementary school, and encourage 

your child to take more math, science and critical language courses in high school.  
  In the increasingly competitive global economy, it is crucial for American students to be well-

 trained in math, science and critical languages (such as Arabic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Rus

 sian).  

  U.S. students are currently performing below their international peers in math and science.  

  In 1983, the landmark education report, A Nation at Risk, recommended that high school students 

  take a minimum of three years of math and three years of science. Yet today, only 22 States and the Dis

 trict of Columbia require at least this amount.  

  Currently, only 44% of American high school students are enrolled in a foreign language class. And 

 less than 1% of American high school students study critical foreign languages.  

 

Take Action:  

 Encourage your elementary school child in his/her math homework. Remind him/her of the impor-

tance of learning math for success in high school, college, and beyond.  

 Learn your Stateõs math and science requirements for high school graduation.  

 Encourage your child to take four years of math and four years of science in high school, even if it is 

not required.  

 Find out what kind of critical language courses your childõs school offers. Encourage your childõs 

school to offer them and encourage your child to take them.  

 

Encourage your child to take more Advanced Placement (AP) courses in high school.  
  Nearly 75% of high school graduates enter college, but only 12% of these students have completed a 

significant college-prep curriculum. Research shows that students who take rigorous courses in high 

school stand a far greater chance of succeeding in college.  

  AP students are much more likely than their peers to graduate from college in four years or less. The 

four-year college graduation rate for students who take two or more AP courses is 32 percentage points 

higher than for those who donõt take any AP courses. And the rate for students who take just one AP 

course is 16 percentage points higher than for those who donõt take any.  

 

Take Action:  

 Find out what AP courses your childõs high school offers. Make sure they meet the true definition of 

Advanced Placement and are not simply òhonorsó courses. If the school does not offer any, encour-

age it to do so.  

 Encourage your child to take AP courses.  
 

Source: http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/involve/prepared.pdf 
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The Sallie Mae Fund Unmet Need Scholarship Program-Awards from $1,000 to $3,800. Seniors who are 

U. S. citizens or permanent residents with a 2.5 GPA. Must have a family adjusted gross income of 

$30,000 or less, demonstrate unmet financial need of at least $1,000 after the financial aid award 

package, and enroll as a full-time student at an accredited Title IV institution. Go to 

www.salliemaefund.org for applications and information. 

  

Sallie Mae Fund American Dream Scholarship 2009-$500 - $5,000. African-American seniors with at 

least 2.5 GPA who are enrolling full-time at an approved school (see requirements) are eligible. Must 

also meet Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria. Application needs to be completed and submitted with 

essay uploaded into application. Go to http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/smfnew/index.htm. for infor-

mation and application. 

Sallie Mae Fund First in My Family Scholarship- $500 - $5,000. Hispanic seniors with at least 3.0 GPA 

who are U. S. citizens or permanent residents are eligible. Must be first in family to attend college and 

demonstrate financial need. Need to complete application, write essay, and provide official transcript, 

proof of family income and citizenship status, letter of recommendation, and resume. Go to http://

www.thesalliemaefund.org. 

 Hispanic Scholarship Fund - Opportunites are available to seniors of Hispanic heritage. For AYN RAND 

INSTITUTE 

ESSAY CONTEST 

1ST Prize - $10,000  

5 2nd prizes - $2,000  

10 3rd prizes - $1,000  

35 Finalist Prizes - $100  

200 Semifinalist Prizesñ$50 

-Entrants must be in the 11th or 12th grade. 

-Essay of no fewer than 800 and no more than 1,600 words in length type written 

and double-spaced. 

-A cover sheet containing specific information must be attached to the 

essay and the completed essay mailed to the institute. 

Essay based on the novel òThe Fountainheadó. 

Note: for complete entry directions you may log onto the web site at: 

http://www.aynrand.org/contests.ore details go to www.hsf.net, click on Scholarships, then on Scholar-

ships for High School Students. Check requirements, then apply online at the hsf web site for most 

scholarships. 
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Okaloosa County Farm Bureau Scholarship-$875, renewable for three more years if maintain 2.5 GPA. 

Seniors who are children or grandchildren of members of Okaloosa County Farm Bureau for the last 

three years are eligible. Must complete application and provide a letter of recommendation and an offi-

cial transcript with ACT/SAT scores highlighted. May be asked for an interview. See guidance counselor 

for applications. 

Taylor Haugen Foundation Scholarship-$1,500 scholarship in memory of Taylor Reid Haugen, NHS Class 

of 2011. Seniors who are athletes with a 3.5 GPA are eligible. Also, must be active participants in com-

munity service and plan to attend a four year accredited college. Will need to submit five copies of the 

application, the short answers to three response areas and 300-500 word essay, two letters of recom-

mendation, and guidance form, and one copy of the Statement of Understanding. See guidance coun-

selor for applications. 

2009 Holocaust Remembrance Project Essay Contest-Ten 1st place winners-$2,500 to $10,000; ten 

2nd place $500 each; ten 3rd place $300 each. High school students (9th-12th) must write an essay of 

no more than 1,200 words on the Holocaust making sure to respond to the two questions posed in the 

prompt. Go to www.holocaust.hklaw.com for more information and to submit essay. 

Give Kids a Chance-$1,000. Seniors with at least a 2.5 GPA are eligible. Must document financial need, 

demonstrate interest in school and community activities, write an essay of 150 plus words, and provide 

two letters of recommendation, two photographs, and a transcript. Go to www. gkac.org/

grantapplication.html for information and applications.  

Army Aviation Association of America, Inc. (AAAA)-$1,000 to $10,000 given out as 1, 2, or 4 year schol-

arships to Seniors. Must be either spouse or unmarried son, daughter, brother, sister, or grandchild of a 

AAAA member or deceased member. (AAAA member as of 5/01/2008 unless parent or sibling currently 

serving in the military. If currently serving may apply now for AAAA membership.) To apply, request appli-

cation from Mail: AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc., 755 Main Street, Suite 4D, Monroe, CT 06468-

2830; Telephone: (203)268-2450; Fax: (203)268-5870; or E-Mail: aaaa@quad-a.org. Must submit 250-

word essay and provide two references, school recommendation, teacher recommendation, transcript, 

and photograph. 

Eglin Officers' Spouses' Club Scholarship-Seniors with at least 2.8 GPA who are dependents of active 

duty military assigned to Eglin or whose military sponsor is retired, divorced, assigned remote tour, MIA/

POW/deceased, or reassigned from Eglin and applicant remained to graduate. Must complete applica-

tion; provide transcript, ACT/SAT test scores, and proof of military ID card; and write an essay (300 

words or less). See guidance counselor for more information. 
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Multiple Scholarships for Students with Disabilities-For information and applications go to http://

www.incight.org/scholarships.html. 

National Society Daughters of the American Revolution-Amount depends on scholarship-some are re-

newable. American History, Music, and Nursing scholarships are available. Seniors who are U. S. citizens 

may apply. Must complete application; write essay of 1,000 words or less on career objectives, how col-

lege major or plans relate to future professional goals, and reasons for these choices; and provide tran-

script, at least two letters of recommendation, photocopy of U. S. citizenship, list of extracurricular activi-

ties, honors, etc., and possibly financial need form. See guidance counselor for more information. 

Theodore R. and Vivian M. Johnson Scholarship Program- #1 - $1,000 to $10,000. Seniors who are chil-

dren of UPS employees or retirees residing in Florida are eligible. Scholarship based on academic re-

cord, leadership, participation in school and community activities, work experience, statement of educa-

tional and career goals, unusual personal or family circumstances, and recommendation. #2 - Students 

with disabilities planning to attend one of the eleven State universities are eligible. Must document dis-

ability, write personal statement, and provide three letters of recommendation, official transcript, and 

FAFSA (completed online or mailed by 4/15/2009). See guidance counselor for more information. 

Valparaiso Garden Club Scholarship-$500. Seniors with a 3.0 GPA planning to enroll in a Florida college. 

Must write a personal letter, go to an interview, and provide two additional copies of completed applica-

tion, transcript, two letters of recommendation, and a 3 X 5 photograph. See guidance counselor for 

more information. 

 Florida Federation of Garden Clubs- Seniors with a 3.0 GPA planning to enroll in a Florida college and 

pursue a career in horticulture, ecology, marine biology, forestry, city planning or related fields. For more 

information and applications go to http://www.ffgc.org/education/ffgc_scholarships.html. 

Will to Win Scholarship-Two $5,000 scholarships in five areas (performing arts, visual arts, community 

service, athletics, and science). Seniors with asthma who have a 3.5 GPA and have received at least one 

award in entry category are eligible. Must provide official transcript, letter of support, story of excellence, 

and copy of award in area of entry. For more information and applications go to www.schering-

ploughwilltowin.com. 

OCEA Scholarship- $500 a semester as long as remain full-time student, up to $4,000. Seniors who are 

dependents of an OCEA member are eligible. Based on scholastic achievement, character, leadership, 

aptitude, and financial need. See guidance counselor for applications. 

http://www.schering-ploughwilltowin.com
http://www.schering-ploughwilltowin.com
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Velma K. Conyers Chapter #7A Order of the Eastern Star-J. R. L. Conyers Educational Scholarship-

Seniors with a 2.5 GPA who have demonstrated community service are eligible. Must complete applica-

tion, write a 500 word essay, and provide Counselor Questionnaire, wallet-sized photo, and three letters 

of recommendation. See guidance counselor for applications. 

   

American Cancer Society R.O.C.K. College Scholarships-Up to $3,000 per year for tuition and $300 per 

year for books. Students who are under 21 and Florida residents that have been diagnosed with pediat-

ric cancer and are planning to attend an accredited school in Florida are eligible. Financial need, schol-

arship, community service, and leadership are considered. Must contact the Florida Division Office at 

800-444-1410 or go to www.cancer.org for applications. 

The consulting firm of AES Engineers is committed to continuing its support of higher education by pro-

viding scholarships to deserving students. To be eligible the student needs to answer one of the essay 

questions that they will find on our site at http://www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm.  Further in-

formation, including previous winners, is available on our web site at:  http://www.aesengineers.com/

scholarships.htm. 

INEZ W. BAILEY-HALLñ $500 TEACHING SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is in honor of Inez W. Bailey-Hall, a teacher and counselor in Okaloosa county for 35 

years. Mrs. Bailey-Hallõs positive influence and encouragement for her many students has filled the 

classrooms of many local schools with educators. Applicants must: 

-have a cumulative GPA of 2.8 or higher; 

-have minimum test scores of SAT 970 and/or ACT 20; 

-begin their post-secondary education at a Florida community college; 

-be planning to major in education; 

-community service. 

2009 Student-View Scholarship Program-One $4,000, one $1,000, and four $500 scholarships. Seniors 

who plan to attend a four-year, two-year, or career school are eligible. Log on to www.student-view.com 

to complete a 15-20 minute survey about colleges in our area. (For more information about this market 

research company go to www.studentinsights.com. If you have questions, email con-

tact@studentinsights.com.) 

Republican Women of Okaloosa, Fed. Scholarship: This $1,000 scholarship is dedicated to a female 

senior who can demonstrate community service, especially with political involvement. She must have at 

least a 3.0 GPA and be a registered Republican, if over 18 years of age. Applications require a coun-

selorõs/teacherõs recommendation.  See your guidance counselor for more information. 

http://www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm
http://www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm
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ROCK scholarships help provide a promising future for young, college-bound cancer survivors. To be eli-

gible, students must have been under 21 years old when diagnosed with pediatric cancer. Up to $3,000 

per year towards tuition and $300 per year for textbooks can be awarded to eligible applicants. Students 

can contact the Florida Division Office at 800.444.1410 to request an application or visit: 

www.cancer.org to download a copy. 

   

Sue Kruger Future Teacher Scholarship Application 2009: $500 scholarships will be awarded to two 

Choctaw students who plan on teaching, will be taking at least one education class their first semester 

of college, and have declared Education as their major. Applications are filed in Guidance or can be 

downloaded from www.choctawindians.net. 

STUDENT INSIGHTS PRESENTS: 2009 STUDENT ð VIEW SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Student Insights is sponsoring a scholarship contest for high school seniors. The 2009 Student-View 

Scholarship Program is offering $7,000 worth of scholarships to high school seniors who plan to attend 

a four-year, community/junior college or career school. Itõs quick and easy to apply: 

-No minimum SAT/ACT score or GPA; 

-No essay reuqired; 

-No lengthy application forms; 

-No application fees. 

To apply, log on to www.student-view.com 

NOTE: Student Insights is a market research firm helping colleges and universities communicate more 

effectively with high school seniors. For more inform ation about the company, log on to 

www.studentinsights.com. 

University of West Florida òTop Fiveó Academic Merit Scholarships: UWF is offering full merit scholar-

ships to seniors who have a class rank of one thru five after their first semester senior year. This scholar-

ship covers the studentõs tuition for undergraduate courses, housing, meal plan, and books, and it is re-

newable as long as the student maintains a 3.0 GPA and stays on full-time status. If the student also 

qualifies for the Fla. Bright Futures Scholarship, he/she may use those monies for the remaining costs of 

their education. Applications will automatically be reviewed for eligibility as they are submitted. For more 

information, contact the Office of Undergraduate Admissions at 850.474.2230 or 1.800.263.1074, or  

e-mail admissions@uwf.edu. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Scholarships provided to local high school seniors. Contact Elaine 

Anderson at 883-5815 or Clara Scott at 862-7404 for more information. 

ñEducation costs money, but then so does ignorance." -- Sir Claus Moser  
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2009 FIRST Scholarship Opportunities: Visit www.usfirst.org/scholarships to search their scholarship 

database ð you can narrow your search to the state(s) where you want to attend college, to the field of 

study, and to requirements, some being academic and others based on financial need. Many colleges 

are releasing new scholarship information constantly so check back often. 

The Florida A&M University (FAMU) Computer Information Sciences (CIS) Program, housed in the College of 

Arts and Sciences, is the recipient of a National Science Foundation (NSF) grant valued at $552,000 dedi-

cated to recruiting minority women to computer science and information technology disciplines.   

The program, entitled African-American Women in Computer Science, (AAWCS), is a four-year program that 

provides scholarships and other assistance to women who express a financial need and an interest in com-

puter science or information technology. 

Women who apply to AAWCS will be accepted based on financial need, and will be awarded a scholarship of 

between $3,000 and $5,000 per semester.  In addition to the funding, the women will participate in CIS de-

partmental clubs and organizations, such as the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) Club, the Na-

tional Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), and the CIS Mentoring Organization (CISMO).  AAWCS scholars will 

also be involved in other STEM programs, such as the Florida/Georgia Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Par-

ticipation (FGLSAMP) scholarship program, and the Students and Technology in Academia, Research and 

Service (STARS) Alliance, both NSF-funded programs. 

The AAWCS program begins operation on July 1 and will run until June 30, 2012. Applications for the pro-

gram can be requested by contacting Black at jblack@cis.famu.edu or (850) 412-7354. 

Grades PreK-3 · Grades 4-5 · Grades 6-8 · Grades 9-12  
 

This recommended reading list, in celebration of Florida's Black History Month, highlights Afri-

can-American literature.  This list provides an excellent source of suggested books for children 

of all ages. Just Read, Florida! makes reading a priority in Florida's public schools and among 

the community groups and volunteer organizations that support them. 
 

Elementary (Grades PreK-3) 

¶ I Dream of Trains, Angela Johnson 

¶ Iõve Seen the Promised Land: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Walter Dean Myers 

¶ Papaõs Mark, Gwendolyn Battle Lavert 

¶ The Hard-Times Jar, Ethel Footman Smothers 

¶ Whatõs the Hurry, Fox? And the Other Animal Stories, Zora Neale Hurston 

¶ In the Land of Words: New and Selected Poems, Jan Spivey Gilchrist 

¶ God Bless the Child, Billy Holiday and Arthur Herzog, Jr. 

¶ Almost to Freedom, Vaunda Micheaux Nelson 

http://www.justreadflorida.com/BHM.asp#1
http://www.justreadflorida.com/BHM.asp#2
http://www.justreadflorida.com/BHM.asp#3
http://www.justreadflorida.com/BHM.asp#4
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¶ Thunder Rose, Jerdine Nolen 

¶ Rap a Tap Tap: Hereõs Bojangles - Think That, Leon and Diane Dillon 

¶ Visiting Langston, Bryan Collier 

¶ Uptown, Bryan Collier 

¶ Freedom River, Doreen Rappaport 

¶ Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys, Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard 

¶ My Rows and Piles of Coins, Tololwa M. Mollel 

¶ Black Cat, Christopher Myers 

¶ In Daddyõs Arms I am Tall: African Americans Celebrating Fathers, Alan Schroeder 

¶ Ashley Bryanõs ABC of African American Poetry, Ashley Bryan 

¶ Minty: A Story of Young Harriet Tubman, Alan Schroeder 

¶ Running the Road to ABC, Denize Lauture 

¶ Neeny Coming, Neeny Going, Karen English 

¶ Little Eight John, Jan Wahl 

¶ Sukey and the Mermaid, Robert San Souci 

¶ Working Cotton, Sherley Anne Williams 

¶ All Night, all Day: A Childõs First Book of African American Spirituals, Ashley Bryan 

¶ When I Am Old With You, Angela Johnson 

¶ The Bells of Christmas, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ An Enchanted Hair Tale, Alexis De Veaux 

¶ Half a Moon and One Whole Star, Cresc Dragonwagon 

¶ The Patchwork Quilt, Valerie Flournoy 

¶ A Chair for My Mother, Vera Williams 

¶ Anansi The Spider: A Tale from Ashanti, Gerald McDermott 

¶ Big Mamaôs, Donald Crews 
¶ Bright Eyes, Brown Skin, Cheryl Hudson & Bernette Ford 
¶ Daddy and I, Eloisse Greenfield 

¶ Nina Bonita, Ana Machado 

¶ Something Beautiful, Sharon Wyeth 

¶ The Quilt, Ann Jonas 

¶ Bill Pickett: Rodeo-Ridin Cowboy, Andrea Pinkney & Brian Pinkney 

¶ Drylongso, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ I Am Rosa Parks, Rosa Parks & James Haskins 

¶ Martinõs Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Doreen Rappaport 

¶ Stories Huey Tells, Ann Cameron 

¶ Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt, Deborah Hopkinson 

¶ The Dream Keeper and Other Poems, Langston Hughes & Brian Pinkney 

¶ Uncle Remus: The Complete Tales, Julius Lester 

¶ The Palm of My Heart: Poetry by African American Children, Gregorie Christie 

¶ The Talking Eggs, Robert San Souci 

¶ The Invisible Hunters: A Legend from the Miskito Indians of Nicaragua, Harriet Rohmer, et al 
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¶ C.L.O.U.D.S., Pat Cummings 

¶ I Have a Sister, My Sister is Deaf, Jean W. Peterson 

¶ Africa Dream, Eloise Greenfield 

¶ Mary McLeod Bethune, Eloise Greenfield 

¶ Dueyõs Tale, Pearl Bailey 

¶ Ray Charles, Sharon Bell Mathis 

¶ Jazzy Miz Mozetta, Brenda C. Roberts 

¶ Family Plays Music, Judy Cox 

¶ The Moon Ring, Randy DuBurke 

¶ Freedom Summer, Deb Wiles 

¶ The Piano Man, Debbie Chocolate 

¶ Everett Andersonõs Good-bye, Lucille Clifton 

¶ Squashed in the Middle, Elizabeth Winthrop 
 

Elementary (Grades 4-5) 

¶ Romare Bearden: Collage of Memories, Jan Greenberg 

¶ Against All Odds: Artist Dean Mitchellõs Story, Betty R. James 

¶ Talkinõ About Bessie: The Story of Aviator Elizabeth Coleman, Nikki Grimes 

¶ Only Passing Through: The Story of Sojouner Truth, Anne Rockwell 

¶ In the Time of the Drums, Kim L. Siegelson 

¶ I Have Heard of a Land, Joyce Carol Thomas 

¶ Duke Ellington: The Piano Prince and His Orchestra, Andrea Davis Pinkney 

¶ I Thought My Souls Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, A Freed Girl, Joyce Hansen 

¶ The Hunterman and the Crocodile, Baba Waguè Diakitè 

¶ The Singing Man, Angela Shelf Medearis 

¶ Meet Danitra Brown, Nikki Grimes 

¶ Soul Looks Back in Wonder, Phyllis Fogelman 

¶ The Origin of Life on Earth: An African Creation Myth, David A. Anderson 

¶ Night on the Neighborhood Street, Eloise Greenfield 

¶ Tar Beach, Faith Ringgold 

¶ The Road to Memphis, Mildred Taylor 

¶ Aida, Leontyne Price 

¶ Nathaniel Talking, Eloise Greenfield 

¶ Mirandy and Brother Wind, Patricia McKissack 

¶ Under the Sunday Tree, Eloise Greenfield 

¶ Storm in the Night, Mary Stolz 

¶ Lion and the Ostrich Chicks and Other African Folk Tales, Ashley Bryan 

¶ All the Colors of the Race, Arnold Adoff 

¶ What a Morning! The Christmas Story in Black Spirituals, Ashley Bryan 

¶ The Bat Boy and His Violin, Gavin Curtis 

¶ The Great Migration: An American Story, Jacob Lawrence 

¶ Harlem, Walter Dean Myers 
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¶ Circle of Gold, Candy Dawson Boyd 

¶ A Little Love, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ The Strange New Feeling, Julius Lester 

¶ Rainbow Jordan, Alice Childress 

¶ Beat the Story Drum, Pum-Pum, Ashley Bryan 

¶ Skates of Uncle Richard, Carol Fenner 

¶ Something on My Mind, Nikki Grimes 

¶ Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan, R. Gregory Christie 

¶ Fly High!: The Story of Bessie Coleman, Louise Borden and Mary Kay Kroeger 
 

Middle School (Grades 6-8) 

¶ The Legend of Buddy Bush, Sheila P. Moses 

¶ Days of Tears: A Novel in Dialogue, Julius Lester 

¶ Maritcha: A Nineteenth-Century American Girl, Tonya Bolden 

¶ Dark Sons, Nikki Grimes 

¶ The Road to Paris, Nikki Grimes 

¶ Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story, Ben Carson 

¶ Days of Jubilee: The End of Slavery in the United States, Patricia C. and Frederick L. McKis-

sack 

¶ Locomotion, Jacqueline Woodson 

¶ The Battle of Jericho, Sharon Draper 

¶ The Red Rose Box, Brenda Woods 

¶ The Land, Mildred Taylor 

¶ Miracleõs Boys, Jacqueline Woodson 

¶ Let It Shine! Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters, Andrea Davis Pinkney 

¶ Francie, Karen English 

¶ Black Hands, White Sails: The Story of African American Whalers, Patricia C. & Frederick L. 

McKissack 

¶ Bayard Rustin: Behind the Scenes of the Civil Rights Movement, James Haskins 

¶ Christmas in the Big House, Christmas in the Quarters, Patricia C. and Frederick L. McKis-

sack 

¶ The Captive, Joyce Hansen 

¶ Now is Your Time: The African American Struggle for Freedom, Walter Dean Myers 

¶ A Thief in the Village and Other Stories, James Berry 

¶ Which Way Freedom, Joyce Hansen 

¶ Junius Over Far, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ The Words of Martin Luther King, Jr., Coretta Scott King 

¶ Forged by Fire, Sharon M. Draper 

¶ Sweet Whispers, Brother Rush, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ Breaking Ground, Breaking Silence: The Story of New Yorkõs African Burial Ground, Joyce Hansen 

and Gary McGowan 
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¶ I See the Rhythm, Toyomi Igus 

¶ Heaven, Angela Johnson 

¶ The Other Side: Shorter Poems, Angela Johnson 

¶ Toning the Sweep, Angela Johnson 

¶ The Dark Thirty, Southern Tales of the Supernatural, Patricia A. McKissack 

¶ Rebels Against Slavery: American Slave Revolts, Patricia C. and Frederick L. McKissack 

¶ Soujourner Truth: Ainõt I a Woman?, Patricia C. and Frederick L. McKissack 

¶ Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World, Mildred Pitts Walter 

¶ Let the Circle Be Unbroken, Mildred D. Taylor 

¶ Childtimes: A Three-Generation Memoir, Eloise Greenfield and Lessie Jones Little 

¶ Andrew Young: Young Man With a Mission, James Haskins 

¶ The Way a Door Closes, Hope Anita Smith 

¶ The Skin Iõm In, Sharon Flake 

¶ Another Way to Dance, Martha Southgate 

¶ Elijah of Buxton ð Christopher Paul Curtis 

¶ Twelve Rounds to Glory: The Story of Muhammad Ali ð Charles R. Smith, Jr. 
 

High School (Grades 9-12) 

¶ Copper Sun, Sharon Draper 

¶ The Magnificent Twelve: Floridaõs Black Junior Colleges, Walter L. Smith, Ph.D. 

¶ Fortuneõs Bones: The Manumission Requiem, Marilyn Nelson 

¶ Carver: A Life in Poems, Marilyn Nelson 

¶ Malcolm X: By Any Means Necessary, Walter Dean Myers 

¶ Mississippi Challenge, Mildred Pitts Walter 

¶ Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Freedom Movement, Lillie Patters 

¶ We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Led to Success, Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, Rameck 

Hunt and Sharon Draper 

¶ Fallen Angels, Walter Dean Myers 

¶ Anthony Burns: The Defeat and Triumph of a Fugitive Slave, Virginia Hamilton 

¶ Troubleõs Child, Mildred Pitts Walter 

¶ The Magical Adventures of Pretty Pearl, Virginia Hamilton, Lena Horne, James Haskins 

¶ Lena Horne, James Haskins 

¶ The Middle Passage: White Ships Black Cargo, Tom Feelings 

¶ This Life, Sidney Poitier 

¶ Donõt Explain: A Song of Billie Holiday, Alexis De Veaux 

¶ The Young Landlords, Walter Dean Myers 

¶ James Van Der Zee: The Picture Takinõ Man, James Haskins 

¶ Let the Lion Eat Straw, Ellease Southerland 

¶ Cornrows, Camille Yarborough 

¶ Benjamin Banneker, Lillie Patterson 

¶ Barbara Jordan, James Haskins 

¶ Darkness Before Dawn, Sharon Draper 
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¶ Coretta Scott King, Lillie Patterson 

¶ The Story of Stevie Wonder, James Haskins 

¶ Portia: The Life of Portia Washington Pittman, the Daughter of Booker T. Washington, Ruth Ann 

Stewart 

¶ The Legend of Africana, Dorothy Robinson 

¶ I Never Had It Made: the Autobiography of Jackie Robinson, as told, Alfred Duckett 

¶ My Chill Wind, Janet McDonald 

¶ Lou in the Limelight, Kristin Hunter 

¶ Movinõ Up, Berry Gordy 

¶ Marvin and Tige, Frankcina Glass 

¶ Black Troubador: Langston Hughes, Charlemae Rollins 

¶ Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of Peace, Lillie Patterson 

¶ Monster, Walter Dean Myers 

¶ The First Part Last, Angela Johnson 

¶ November Blues, Sharon M. Draper 

¶ Remember: The Journey to School Integration, Toni Morrison 

MOREHOUSE SUMMER PROGRAM 

The Morehouse Summer Program at Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, will offer a 

Summer Institute (Project Identity) for African-American males entering the 10th and 

11th grades.  This program includes three weeks at Morehouse College between June 

7 and 28, 2009, at a cost of $400 (which includes meals, housing and  activities).  Skill

-building activities will include creative writing, SAT prep, debate, pre-calculus, leader-

ship development and other enrichment activities.  Students must apply before April 

21, 2009. 

FOR MORE INFO GO TO: http://www.morehouse.edu:16080/projectidentity/  <http://

r s 6 . n e t / t n . j s p ? e t = 1 1 0 2 5 2 5 7 0 7 1 1 0 & e = 0 0 1 k N G U H l E u K R- -

fXgNfqt_jw7LJnjtMwvgCLAKY9IgPbV6Fetl3SjswmJ30K3z_OgNK3wQGktTYykgmAAiBadrI

ZDTZb6R-ig2fHyN2UTjkADONPobVyR8pUaZkd0eKpnvGl2nghusYr-RR-1I8HpquA==> 

No matter how busy you may think you are, you must find time for reading, or 

 surrender yourself to self-chosen ignorance.  - Confucius 

http://www.morehouse.edu:16080/projectidentity/
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102525707110&e=001kNGUHlEuKR--fXgNfqt_jw7LJnjtMwvgCLAKY9IgPbV6Fetl3SjswmJ30K3z_OgNK3wQGktTYykgmAAiBadrIZDTZb6R-ig2fHyN2UTjkADONPobVyR8pUaZkd0eKpnvGl2nghusYr-RR-1I8HpquA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102525707110&e=001kNGUHlEuKR--fXgNfqt_jw7LJnjtMwvgCLAKY9IgPbV6Fetl3SjswmJ30K3z_OgNK3wQGktTYykgmAAiBadrIZDTZb6R-ig2fHyN2UTjkADONPobVyR8pUaZkd0eKpnvGl2nghusYr-RR-1I8HpquA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102525707110&e=001kNGUHlEuKR--fXgNfqt_jw7LJnjtMwvgCLAKY9IgPbV6Fetl3SjswmJ30K3z_OgNK3wQGktTYykgmAAiBadrIZDTZb6R-ig2fHyN2UTjkADONPobVyR8pUaZkd0eKpnvGl2nghusYr-RR-1I8HpquA==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102525707110&e=001kNGUHlEuKR--fXgNfqt_jw7LJnjtMwvgCLAKY9IgPbV6Fetl3SjswmJ30K3z_OgNK3wQGktTYykgmAAiBadrIZDTZb6R-ig2fHyN2UTjkADONPobVyR8pUaZkd0eKpnvGl2nghusYr-RR-1I8HpquA==
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SOME TIPS TO HELP YOUR CHILD SUCCEED IN SCHOOL  

¶ Encourage your child to read: It's the single most important thing you can do to 

help your child succeed in school. Read aloud to your baby right from the start. Ba-

bies love to hear your voice, look at pictures and touch the pages. As your child 

grows older, make reading together part of your daily routine. 

 

¶ Talk with your child: Take advantage of everyday opportunities to talk with your 

child when you are walking, riding in a car, eating dinner or shopping, for example. 

Children who aren't drawn into conversation or encouraged to talk often have prob-

lems learning to read, which can lead to other problems in school. 

 

¶ Monitor homework: Identify a special place for your child to study. Set a regular 

time and check in once in a while to see if your child needs help. 

 

¶ Monitor TV viewing and video game playing: Set limits on the amount of time 

your child spends watching TV and playing video games. Spend time watching TV 

with your child and talking about what you are watching together. 

 

¶ Encourage your child to use the library: Go to your local library together; obtain a 

library card for your child; introduce your child to the librarian; and check out books 

for both of you. 

 

¶ Help your child learn to use the Internet safely and effectively: Spend time 

online with your child. If you don't have a computer at home, check to see if your 

local library has computers that you and your child can use. 

 

¶ Encourage your child to be responsible and to work independently: Help your 

child choose activities that build his or her knowledge, responsibility and independ-

ence; monitor what your child does after school, in the evenings and on weekends. 

 

¶ Encourage active listening: Listen to your child's ideas and respond. This type of 

give-and-take at home is likely to help your child participate and be interested at 

school. 

 

-US Department of Education 



Page 15  

C L O S I N G  T H E  G A P                                    V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  4 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Saturday, April 25 

Sprint Theater 

Northwest Florida State College 
9:00 A.M. 

 
"If  you THINK SO, you will BELIEVE SO.  If  you BELIEVE 

SO, then you will ACT-SO." 

 
Calling all students, parents, and community members to this 

outstanding student outreach program. Come see students 
from our local high schools express their talents in the  
sciences, humanities, performing arts, and visual arts. 

 

Contact Ms. Elaine Anderson for more information.  
 

Elaine Anderson 

No Child Left Behind Curriculum Specialist  

Okaloosa County School District  

120 Lowery Place SE  FWB, FL  32547 
Phone:  850-833-5815 

Email: andersone@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us 
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR AWARDS NIGHT BACCAULEARUATE GRADUATION 

BAKER 

 

May 29 

9:30 AM 

School Auditorium  

May 31 

2:00 PM 

School  

June 4 

7:30 PM 

Griffith Stadium  

CRESTVIEW  

 

May 18 

7:30 AM 

School Auditorium  

June 4 

7:00 PM 

Central Baptist Church  

June 5 

8:00 PM 

CHS Stadium  

CHOCTAWHATCHEE  

 

May 28 

5:00 PM ð Reception 

(School Media Center) 

6:00 PM -  Awards 

June 2 

7:30 PM 

Etheredge Stadium  

June 5 

7:30 PM 

Etheredge Stadium  

FORT WALTON BEACH  

May 18 

6:00 PMñReception  

(Media Center) 

7:00 PMñAwards 

(Auditorium) 

June 2 

7:30  PM 

Etheredge Stadium 

June 4 

7:30 PM 

Steve Riggs Stadium 

NICEVILLE  

 

May 29 

12:00 PM 

(School Auditorium)  

June 2 

7:00 PM  First United 

Methodist Church of 

June 4 

7:30 PM 

NHS Stadium  

LAUREL HILL  

 

June 2 

8:30 AM 

School Gym  

June 3 

6:00 PM 

Laurel Hill Baptist 

Church  

June 5 

6:00 PM 

Laurel Hill School Gym  

IMPORTANT SENIOR DATES TO REMEMBER 


